Specific guidelines for dissertations by literature review 

The review should consist of a comprehensive discussion and evaluation of the literature relating to an appropriate topic area within the course of study. The literature should be research based, and critiquing skills should be evident in the evaluation. 

It would be helpful to choose a topic about which enough has been written to provide opportunities for critical analysis, otherwise the breadth and depth of the review will be limited. 

Note: The general guidance outlined for dissertations involving data collection also apply to dissertations by literature review. Specific guidance regarding the main body of the review is outlined below. 

Introduction 
This should include: 

1. Background information on the topic reviewed and its relevance to practice, education or research, and the reasons for choosing the topic 

2. An explanation of any parameters set for the literature search as, for example, the last 15 years or British and American articles 

3. The aims and objectives of the review, together with an explanation and justification of the thematic progression of the subsequent chapters 

PRESENTING AND DISSEMINATING RESEARCH 
The main body of the review 
This should be arranged in logical progression according to the themes relating to the main topic. There is no set way to lay out the review, but it will be influenced by the topic you choose. Some reviews need to be organised under main chapter headings that facilitate the progression of the review. The main body of the review will usually include: 

1. Discussion and analysis of the concepts and/or theories identified in the literature, which contribute to the knowledge and understanding of the topic. 

2. Critical analysis of the state and level of knowledge relating to the topic. 

3. Critical analysis of specific research reports, policy and professional documentation (some of which may be unpublished) relating to the aims of the study. 

4. Identification of gaps in the literature. 

Conclusion 
This should start with an overall summary of your review and then include: 

• The implications of any limitations of your review, such as parameters not being sufficiently broad 

• Identification of implications and recommendations for professional practice, with an outline of how these can be incorporated into practice 

• Recommendations for future research 

When review is done as a part of main thesis it has following benefits:

• to avoid making the same mistakes as other people

• to carry on from where others have reached

• to increase your breadth of knowledge in your subject area

• to identify key works, information and needs in your area

• to identify and learn terminology

• to position your own work in context

• to identify opposing views

• to demonstrate that you can access research in the field

• to identify methods relevant to your project

• to identify studies that are worth replicating or improving

• to find experts in your field whom you could contact

